
 
                              February 25, 2021 

 
The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, public hearings, and conference call             
due to COVID-19 on Thursday, February 25, 2021, at 7:00 P.M. in the Marion County               
Council Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present         
were Chairman John Q. Atkinson, Jr. Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Allen W,            
Floyd, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw, Councilman Milton W. Troy, II, Councilman Robin            
Turner. Also present were G. Timothy Harper, Administrator; Charles L. McLain, III,            
County Attorney, Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star &             
Enterprise was not present and duly notified.  
 
Absent: Elista H. Smith, Vice-Chairperson. 
 
Chairman Atkinson called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd to lead               
the Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of Information             
Announcement. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and carried            
unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on February 9, 2021. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and carried            
unanimously, to recess the regular meeting and open the public hearings for Ordinances             
#2021-01, #2021-02. 
 
The County Attorney opened the floor to the public for questions. There were no questions               
from the public regarding these ordinances. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Troy, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried 
unanimously, to close the public hearings and reconvene the regular meeting. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item A and B first third for ordinances listed on the                 
agenda as follows were ready: A. Third Reading of Ordinance #2021-01 An Ordinance             
Authorizing the Conveyance of a portion of County Property located off Highway 917 in  
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Marion County shown and designated as Tract 742 containing 5.97 Acres on Exhibit A              
Attached Hereto and made a part Hereof, and Further Being a portion of Marion County Tax                
Parcel Number 079-00-00-090-000 to the South Carolina Department of Transportation for           
I-73, To Authorize the County Council Chairman or County Administrator to Execute such             
Deed, or the Ratification Thereof, and to Authorize All Other Matters Related Thereto; B.              
Third Reading of Ordinance #2021-02 An Ordinance to Amend the Agreement for the             
Development of a Joint Industrial and Business Park Dated July 21, 2011, by and between               
Marion and Florence Counties so as to Enlarge the Park (Projects Jigsaw, Maly, Splash). C.               
First Reading of Ordinance #2021-03An Ordinance to Postpone the Implementation of the            
Revised Assessed Values Resulting from the next County-Wide Equalization Program.  
  
The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Third Reading of Ordinance               
#2021-01 An Ordinance Authorizing the Conveyance of a portion of County Property            
located off Highway 917 in Marion County shown and designated as Tract 742 containing              
5.97 Acres on Exhibit A Attached Hereto and made a part Hereof, and Further Being a                
portion of Marion County Tax Parcel Number 079-00-00-090-000 to the South Carolina            
Department of Transportation for I-73, To Authorize the County Council Chairman or            
County Administrator to Execute such Deed, or the Ratification Thereof, and to Authorize             
All Other Matters Related Thereto was ready. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth,             
seconded by Councilman Turner, and carried unanimously, to approve third reading of            
Ordinance #2021-01. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item B. on the agenda; Third Reading of Ordinance               
#2021-02 An Ordinance to Amend the Agreement for the Development of a Joint Industrial              
and Business Park Dated July 21, 2011, by and between Marion and Florence Counties so as                
to Enlarge the Park (Projects Jigsaw, Maly, Splash). Motion was made by Councilman             
Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Turner, and carried unanimously, to approve third           
reading of Ordinance #2021-02.  
 
The County Attorney told Council that item C. on the agenda; First Reading of Ordinance               
#2021-03 An Ordinance to Postpone the Implementation of the Revised Assessed Values            
Resulting from the next County-Wide Equalization Program was ready. The County           
Attorney introduced the title of the ordinance and stated that this constitutes first reading of               
Ordinance #2021-03. 
 
There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2. 
 
Committee #1 has a personnel matter pending. 
 
Dr. Julie Norman appeared before Council to discuss selling the spec building. She stated              
that the County has an opportunity to participate in a program with the SCDA to attract                
food processing. The SCDA has partnered with Global Food Properties to market the             
facilities in the state that would be ideal for food processing. Dr. Norman stated that the                
County has an opportunity to participate in the program which requires paying Global Food              
Properties a $75,000 closing fee if they recruit a food processing company to locate in the                
spec building. Dr. Norman answered questions from Council members regarding the           
process. The Administrator told Council that the County is not paying any money unless  
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the building sells and if the sells it’s built into the contract price. The Administrator               
requested that Council moves forward and that the County Attorney review the documents             
and make any changes necessary. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded            
by Councilman Floyd, and carried unanimously. 

  
The County Attorney had nothing to report. 
 
The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper told Council that              
bids were advertised for the renovations and additions to the jail. He stated that the bids                
came in around $7.5 million. Mr. Harper told Council that he had the opportunity to visit                
Clarendon County to look at the new addition to their jail. He stated that Clarendon County                
has a metal building instead of fully concrete. Mr. Harper stated that a discussion has been                
held with Stuart Hucks with USDA regarding an option to upgrade the loan for phase 2.  
 
The Administrator reported to Council that the new fuel tanks at the airport should be               
installed and completed by the end of March. 
 
The Administrator updated Council on Disaster Preparedness. Mr. Harper reported that           
DHEC has been administering vaccines throughout the County. 
 
The Administrator reported to Council that the County Attorney has completed the closing             
on the Blumenthal Building. 
 
The Administrator provided Council with a list of closed roads due to the extreme amounts               
of rain. He also provided information on the South Carolina Rural Summit that will be held                
virtual March 1-2. 
 
The Administrator provided Council a resolution for the Tri-County Park between Dillon and             
Marlboro County. He stated that 30% of the tax revenue goes to Dillon, Marlboro, and               
Marion County. He stated that 10% goes to the cooperation. Mr. Harper told Council that               
this is a request to change the covenants in the agreement from the Tri-County Park. Motion                
was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and carried           
unanimously. 
 
Ms. Natasha Goodley CEO of White & Black Consulting, LLC appeared before Council to              
present information about her company. Ms. Goodley stated that they do business and             
political consulting. She would like to offer free business consulting/coaching to small            
businesses and future entrepreneurs in the Marion County area. Ms. Goodley is requesting             
office space and access to a printer to provide the coaching sessions. The Administrator told               
Council that the Old Environmental Services building is available. Councilman Floyd asked            
Mr. Harper if had done any research on this company. Mr. Harper replied that he has not.                 
The County Attorney stated that an ordinance has to be passed. Mr. Harper stated that there                
is no problem conceptually to move forward coming up with an ordinance and having a               
discussion with Ms. Goodley to become more comfortable with the project. Chairman            
Atkinson thanked Ms. Goodley for her presentation. 
 
The Administrator told Council that the County is working with Jackson & Sims Architect              
on the new animal shelter. Mr. Harper told Council that $250,000 is in the budget for                
renovations. Mr. Harper stated that Mr. Sims guesstimated between $1 to $1.2 million to  
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renovate the building. Mr. Harper stated that there has been a discussion with some funding               
sources but it’s going to take a big effort in fundraising to bring in more funding. 
 
The Administrator provided Council the recommendations from the Accommodations Tax          
Committee for the year 2019-2020. A copy of the Accommodations Tax Committee minutes             
is filed with the Clerk to Council. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by               
Councilman Shaw. Councilman Troy asked what happens to the funding if it’s not used. The               
Administrator stated that each organization will be asked when they receive funding at the              
end of the fiscal year to report on where the money was spent. The motion carried                
unanimously, to accept the recommendations from the Accommodations Tax Committee.  
 
The Administrator recommended that Council hold off the funding of the Accommodations            
Tax this fiscal year. He asked that the money be used to purchase an informational sign. Mr.                 
Harper asked Council’s approval to move forward to purchasing a nice large sign and use the                
next round of Accommodations Tax funding. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth,            
seconded by Councilman Floyd, and carried unanimously. 
 
The Administrator provided Council with information from NACo about the State and Local             
Coronavirus Fiscal Recovery Funds. Mr. Harper stated that this package would provide $350             
billion to help states, counties, cities, and other municipalities. 
 
The Administrator told Council that the CDBG-CV1 Grant are funds coming through the Pee              
Dee Regional Council of Governments. He stated that the funds would be divided between              
six (6) counties. Each county will receive an estimated amount of $200,000. Mr. Harper              
recommended using the funds to purchase a new ambulance and three (3) ventilators. Motion              
was made Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Turner, and carried          
unanimously. 
 
The Administrator reported to Council that the County received around $30,000 of the             
CARES Act money for the airport. 
 
Councilman Turner brought up the litter problem in the County. The Administrator told             
Council that a meeting was held with the Sheriff, Magistrates, and Code Enforcement to              
discuss litter control and beautification. Mr. Harper stated that if an individual does not get               
caught throwing out litter or admit to it the judges are not going to charge that individual.                 
Mr. Harper encouraged Council to contact the Clerk along with the name of the County road                
where litter is being dumped. He stated that a big issue is with tires throughout the County.                 
Mr. Harper also stated that the County is going to be pushing harder on litter control this                 
year. 
 
Councilman Foxworth brought up EMS, and Road & Bridges moving to the new Sheriff’s              
Department location. The Administrator stated that the County has no plans on moving Road              
& Bridges. He stated that a discussion was held with the Sheriff about moving EMS. Mr.                
Harper told Council that a lot of money has been spent on the old Pee Dee Electric Building                  
for the phones, an evidence room, and security system. Councilman Floyd asked Mr. Harper              
to bring the square footage that was utilized before for the Sheriff’s Department. 
 

 



There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Troy, seconded              
by Councilman Floyd, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:8:20 P.M. 
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              ___________________________ __________________________ 
               John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council 

 
 

 


